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OUR TOPIC FOR THE MONTH IS…    

All activities planned at Little Learners 
link to the 7 areas within the ‘Early 

Years’ Foundation Stage.  

Creative activities will especially help 

to develop hand-eye coordination as 

well as improving imagination. We 
will be using different tools and 

equipment to help the children 
develop; therefore gain fine motor 

skill control leading from palmar 

grasp, to pincer grip, to the tripod 
hold. Within the area ‘Expressive arts 

and design’, the children will be able 
to develop their skills by exploring 

different materials to make beautiful 
artwork and displays.  

In October 2018, the children at Little 

Learners will be developing 
knowledge and understanding on the 

Autumn season, harvest 
festivals, Halloween and worms. 

These seasonal celebrations relating 

directly to the time of year, national 
and cultural holidays, all combine to 

help us embrace diversity through 
creativity during nursery days.   
 

The nursery practitioners will be 
prompting the children to consider 

people less fortunate than themselves 

in the world around them. We will be 
pushing the children to think about all 

the positivity and security they have 
from their opportunities, loving 

families, warm beds and full 
tummies.  

 

One of Little Learners key values is 
compassion. The nursery are inviting 

you to have compassion for those 
less fortunate that ourselves and 

offer donations of food to work in 

conjunction with St. Nicholas church 
as part of their harvest festival.  

 
Any donations will be gratefully 

received. All children will have the 
opportunity to go for local walks to 

purchase pumpkins, to carve and 

decorate, to create a ‘spooky’ 
atmosphere within the nursery. The 

nursery children will visit local shops, 
where they will have the chance to 

recognise and understand different 

occupations within the local 
community. The exchange of money 

through hands when paying for our 
pumpkins, will help the children to 

become familiar with the value of 

money!  
 

When back at nursery, the children 
will participate in scooping out the 

pumpkin seeds and counting them as 
they’re removed… then comes 

making pumpkin soup for our tea! 

These cooking activities will help 
develop the children’s 

mathematic skills by 
counting and 

identifying the 

cooking utensils 
needed and 

weighing out the 
yummy ingredients. Fine motor skills 

will also be targeted by using tools 
and objects with control to achieve a 

main aim.  

Autumn, Harvest Festival, Halloween & Worms 
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Dressing up as their favorite 

characters will help the children to 

develop their imagination and build 
confidence within role-play; helping 

them to express their individuality 
and prompting their communication, 

language and social skills through 
group peer play.  

 

Children are often a little frightened 

of creepy crawlies and odd-looking 
creatures, but as we get older, we 

understand that everything has a 
purpose and is needed within the 

eco- system. 

Children will be using their 
imagination during messy play by 

using spaghetti as wriggly worms.  

Children will dip cooked spaghetti into 

paint and make colorful worm 

pictures.  

They’ll also use spaghetti in the 

garden mud kitchen to make 
authentically real worms and dig for 

wormy treasure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some distinguished age 
appropriate activities taking 
place may be… 
Little Smilers (age 0-18 months) 
White footprint ghosts; handprint 
spiders; decorating paper plates using 
orange materials to make pumpkins; 
colouring; wriggly worm pictures.  
 
Little Snowflakes (age 18-24 months) 
Making paper plate bats to dangle in our 
nursery; sparkly spider webs; hand and 
footprint Halloween characters; drawing 
faces on pumpkins.  
 
Little Sunshine’s (age 2-3years) 
Making wooden spoon ghosts; creating 
skeletons using cotton buds; making 
witch hats; creating Diwali cards for 
loved ones; visiting local shops to 
purchase foods for others. 
 
Little Stars (age 3-5years) 
Making wooden spoon witches and 
witch hats; apple bobbing; making and 
wearing spooky pumpkin, witch and cat 
masks; painting with apples and 
pumpkin slices. 
 

Our new song for 
October… 

Five Little Pumpkins 
Sitting on a Gate 

(To the tune of ‘Five little monkeys 

jumping on the bed’) 

Five little pumpkins sitting on a gate. 

The First one said, “Oh my it’s getting 
late.” 

The Second one said, “There are witches 
in the air.” 

The Third one said, “But I Don’t care.” 

The Fourth one said, “I’m ready for some 
fun.” 

The Fifth one said, “Lets run and run and 
run.” 

Woooooooo went the wind, and out went 
the lights. And the five little pumpkins 
rolled out of sight. 

Parents please… 
Visit the library to read stories 
about our topics. 

Identify different Halloween 
decorations seen when out and 
about. 

Please add observations to 
tapestry and share your home 
experiences with the nursery 
staff! 

Encourage dressing up to be 
imaginative in becoming 
different characters, role-play 
with your children and really 
get involved in imaginative 
play! 

 
 
 
 

Little 
Learners 

St Nicholas Ave 

15 St Nicholas Avenue 
Elm Park, Essex RM12 4PT 

01708 450 781 

Little Learners is a LifeLine Projects initiative. 
LifeLine Projects is a UK registered charity no : 

1084634 
 

 

Parents: why 
not go for 
autumn walks 
with your little 
ones to find 
leaves fallen 
from the trees, 
& even worms! 
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Topic program; October 2018 - Parent feedback form 

‘Autumn season, Halloween, Harvest Festival & Worms’ 

 

What did you do with your children at home to incorporate the ‘Autumn season, Halloween, Harvest festival 
and worms’ topic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you think your child has learnt and how have the benefitted from this topic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there anything you would like to see happening more in nursery regarding activities? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child’s name: 

 

Child’s age group: 

 


